Congress of the Enited States

Washington, BL 20515

March 4, 2005

Ambassador Peter F. Allgeier

. Acting United States Trade Representative
600 17th Strect, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20508

Dear Ambassador Allgeier:

We write out of deep concern that the Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR)
1s demanding that our close friend and ally, Israel, enact legislation that goes beyond what is
required by the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights ("TRIPS"),
beyond the standard of U.S. law, and cven beyond what the United States has agreed to with our
other allies.

The practical effect of this unfair policy is to delay, or in some cases deny, much needed
medications and treatments to Israeli citizens that are available in the United States. This
practice, established under the direction of vour predecessor, results in an inconsistent treatment
of a key US ally and could have far-reaching consequences for both Americans and Israelis.

This concern arises from what appears to be your office's demands of Israel in the arca of data
exclusivity. As vou well know, Israel strongly believes 1t is abiding by the TRIPS agreement in
both action and principle. At the same time, Israel 1s also attempting to accommodate the
USTR's additional demands. It is our strong belief that there should be consistency between the
requirements the U.S. places on Israel and of those on other TRIPS signatonies; and that the
burden on lsrael should be no greater than the Umted States itself requires under its own
domestic laws as TRIPS compliant.

Israel has taken many steps to try to resolve your office's concerns. We have been advised that
Isracl and the United States were close to reaching an agreement that fcll through due to
additional US demands raised only after Israeli officials had arrived in the US to codify this
agreement.

We hope that you will take the actions nccessary to close this embarrassing chapter in our close
inendship with Isracl. We ask that USTR immedialely undertake a reassessment of USTR’s
position in order to meet our obligation to a fair and consistent policy toward lsrael that is in
keeping with our own law.
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